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INVITATION TO LOCAL OFFICIALS TO DECLARE NATIONAL EARLY COLLEGE HIGH SCHOOL WEEK
Official’s Prefix and Name

Title

Address 
City, State Zip

Dear Prefix Name,

<School Name> is pleased to be taking part in a national, weeklong celebration of early college high schools. The goal of Early College High School Week is to spread pride through the 200+ communities where these schools help prepare students for college, and spread awareness about their benefit to communities that may consider starting some of their own.

Early College High School Week will run nationally from Sunday, March 20 through Saturday, March 26.

To help us celebrate and spread awareness of the benefits of early college high schools, we are hopeful that as <civic title>, you will elect to declare March 20-26 as Early College High School Week in <city or state>. I am attaching a proclamation that your office can adapt and distribute to local media.
Nationally, 230 early colleges across 28 states serve more than 50,000 students a year. Their results speak for themselves:

· 92% graduate from early colleges

· 78% of early college graduates earned at least some college credits, indicating they’ve gained concrete knowledge about what it takes to succeed in college.
· 37% of graduates at early college schools open for four or more years earned more than one year of college credits while in early college.

· 22% of graduates at early college schools open for four or more years earned two years of college credit or an Associate’s degree.

We’d be honored if you would lend your declared support to our school and our national initiative, which is helping to make college a reality for young people who need it most.

Thank you.

Superintendent <Name>
<District Name>
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DRAFT PROCLAMATION DECLARING

EARLY COLLEGE HIGH SCHOOL WEEK
WHEREAS, since 2002, the partner organizations of the Early College High School Initiative have started or redesigned 230 schools in 28 states and the District of Columbia that have impacted the lives of more than 50,000 young people. 

WHEREAS, the schools are designed so that low-income youth, first-generation college goers, English language learners, students of color, and other young people underrepresented in higher education can simultaneously earn a high school diploma and an Associate’s degree—tuition free. 

WHEREAS, over 9 in 10 early college students get a high school diploma at a time when up to half of young people drop out of traditional schools.
WHEREAS, 78 percent of students graduate with at least some college credit, and 37 percent of students who enter early college as ninth graders earn a full year of college credit—or more. This college credit is earned tuition free, at a time when one year at a public 4-year college costs an average $15,200 (including tuition, fees, room and board). 
WHEREAS, Early college high schools received startup support from the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation and other funders.  

WHEREAS, <INSERT LOCAL ECHS INFORMATION HERE ABOUT PROGRAMS, ENROLLMENT, SUCCESSES, GROWTH PLANS, etc.>
THEREFORE, we designate March 20-26, 2011 as Early College High School Week, a week that will bring together students, administrators, parents, community leaders, and legislators nationwide to honor the success of the Early College High School Initiative, and encourage its expansion.
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