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<Name of School> Celebrates National Early College High School Week 
Week of March 20 Celebrates Successes of 230 Schools in National Program

CITY, STATE (April/May XX, 2010) — <Name of School> is one of 230 early colleges nationwide that will bring together students, administrators, parents, community leaders, and legislators to celebrate Early College High School Week 2011, March 20-26. 

As part of the week’s activities, the school and its partners are <insert school-specific event, including date, time, place—and whether it’s open to the public>.

<Insert school specific data on graduation and earning of college credit if possible. Mention college partner here> 

<The following is an example STUDENT quote—PLEASE REPLACE>  “The early college gave me an escape to new outlooks,” said XXXXXX. “In college classes, people from all walks of life are in my class, promoting richer discussion. And the faculty here really cared for my success. PECHS has provided me with a unique learning environment that most schools wouldn’t have give me.”
<The following is an example SCHOOL ADMIN quote—PLEASE REPLACE> “ECHS Week is our way of telling America that all college readiness should be a top priority for all our students, as it is at our school,” said XXX. “Early college helps more students get degrees, which makes our workforce smarter, and our economy stronger.” 
Early college high schools are based on the concept that academic challenge—not remediation—will improve both high school and college graduation rates among those young people who are least likely to attend college and for whom society often has low aspirations for academic achievement.
“Early college high schools help graduate more students from high school prepared for college and career success,” said Marlene B. Seltzer, CEO of Jobs for the Future, which leads the Early College High School Initiative. “These schools represent the bold approaches we need to ensure that all Americans receive the credentials necessary to obtain a family-sustaining wage.”

There are 230 schools nationwide in the Early College High School Initiative, which is funded by the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation among others. These schools serve more than 50,000 students in 24 states. Their students are predominately of color, of low-income status, and have parents who have never attended college. Despite those facts, 92 percent of these students graduate high school—compared to the national rate of 69 percent, according to a 2009 Education Week report. Of those, 37 percent graduate with at least a full year of free college credit—22 percent even graduate high school with a diploma and an Associate’s degree.
<The following is an example INTERMEDIARY PARTNER quote—PLEASE REPLACE> “Through our partnership with JFF and the ECHS Initiative, the number of early colleges in our state continues to grow,” said XXX. “As a result, the lives of thousands of students are being changed for the better and the economic future of <State> is strengthened.”
For more information about the Early College High School Initiative, visit www.earlycolleges.org. 

About <SCHOOL NAME>

<Add school description here>

About <INTERMEDIARY>

<Add intermediary description here>

About Jobs for the Future

Through research, analysis, action, and advocacy, Jobs for the Future develops promising education and labor market models, expands successful models in communities across the country, and shapes the policy environment that enables American families and companies to compete in a global economy. JFF is the national coordinator of the Early College High School Initiative.
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